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Personal Experience 


In some Sabbath School material one of the 
writers says, “We should remember that the 
Christian Church did not start with a written 
creed or a written code of ethics. It started with 
an experience of Jesus Christ.” 


In a trivial and superficial way this is true. 
The early church, e.g. in Jerusalem, did not 
have a written creed. Of course it had the writ- 
ten Old Testament, and Christ had said, “The 
Scripture cannot be broken.” But of course also 
it did not have the Apostles or Nicene Creed, 
written or unwritten. 


What then is the import of the original quo- 
tation? Does it mean that we today should 
have no written creed? Are we to follow pre- 
cisely the example of the earliest Christians, 
as if they could neither improve nor make mis- 
takes? ‘The apostolic accounts of the early 
churches do not give us reason to adopt such 
a view. 


It is more likely that the Sabbath School 
writer meant to contrast creeds with personal 
experiences. The experience comes first, he 
says, and the creed comes later. The experience 
is the important thing, while the creed is at 


best a luxury, at worst a hindrance to spiritual 
life. 


To consider the value of this suggestion, one 
must ask whether there can be a personal experi- 
ence of Jesus Christ without a creed. Could 
the disciples have known this person in their 
midst, if he had not spoken and told them some 
things to believe? Is not the antithesis between 
creed and personal confrontation a false one? 


Surely Christ taught the disciples that he was 
the Messiah, and they were supposed to believe 
it. He taught them that the Messiah had to 
die and would rise again from the dead. The 
disciples and the unbelieving Pharisees both 
had a personal experience of — Christ, but 
the difference was precisely that the disciples 
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believed what he said and the Pharisees did 
not. And if Christ had said nothing, if he had 
not required any belief, what would have been 
the use of such a dumb personal confrontation? 


But the Church did not begin in the days of 
our Lord’s humiliation. The gospel was preached 
before to Abraham, and we who have like faith 
are the children of Abraham. This old patriarch 
had a personal experience too. It was not a 
wordless experience. God told him to leave 
Ur of the Chaldees, and God promised to give 
him a land, posterity, and to make him a bless- 
ing to many nations. And Abraham believed 
God, and he counted it to him for righteous- 
ness. Abraham’s personal experience therefore 
was creedal. God gave him something to be- 
lieve. It is therefore a false antithesis to con- 
trast personal experience with creeds. 


And it is particularly unfortunate that the 
Sabbath School literature of a confessional de- 
nomination should contain disparagements of 
creeds. The official literature should rather 
emphasize the creed, explain it, defend it, and 
call the people to a loyal acceptance of it. 

—G.H.C. 





Lost—A Sense of Urgency 


What is the greatest single deterrent to the 
spread of the Gospel? This might be answered 
in a number of ways many of which might 
seem relevant. But we believe the greatest sin- 
gle reason is the lack of a sense of urgency on 
the part of so many of us who have been the 
recipients of God’s grace and mercy, without 
which we would be eternally lost. 


To many the uniqueness of the Gospel is 
lost and the immensity of God’s redemptive 
work in Christ seems to be but one of many 
ways to Heaven; Christ’s own affirmation that 
“no man cometh unto the Father, but by me,” 
becomes an opinion rather than a fact; and, 
the scriptural boundaries and separations of 
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eternity are arbitrarily removed by some who 
prefer speculative reasoning to divine revelation. 


Because of this departure from biblical af- 
firmations to the more palatable speculations 
of man, the whole volume of God-given truths 
having to do with sin and judgment, Christ’s 
righteousness versus our own, God’s holiness and 
His love demonstrated by the blood-bought for- 
giveness of Calvary, all seem to lose their urgent 
relevance for Twentieth Century sinners. We 
are forgetting that the cultured pagans of our 
sophisticated age are eternally lost without 
Christ; that the scientific marvels of our times 
in no way cancel the guilt of sin; that all men 
everywhere need Christ. 


We desperately need a new sense of the 
urgency of the times, the all-sufficiency of the 
Gospel, and of the fact that “neither is there 
salvation in any other.” 


—L.N.B. 





The Spirit and Creation 
The Spirit of God in the account of creation 
teaches us that God who is transcendent over 
creation in His person and nature is also ever 
present or immanent in His active work in 
the universe. Side by side with the emphasis 
which is laid on the unapproachable majesty 
of God as the transcendent Person, the account 
in Genesis lays an equal emphasis on God as 
the immanent agent in all world changes and 
movements. The first verse in the Bible pre- 
sents God as the self-existent cause of all. The 
second verse reveals the Spirit of God actively 
empowering and controlling His handiwork, 
thus adding the doctrine of Providence to the 
doctrine of Creation. Twentieth century physics 
makes it easier for the imagination to visualize 

a spiritual control over physical reality. 


A failure to realize the transcendence of God 
results in identifying God and the universe, 
which is Pantheism; a failure to realize His 
immanent activity everywhere present separates 
God and His creation, which is Deism. True 
Theism means that “the universe owes its ex- 
istence and its continuance in existence to the 
reason and will of a self-existant Being Who 
is infinitely powerful, wise and good.” The Spirit 
of God brooding upon the face of the waters is 
the foundation of our faith in God’s most holy, 
wise and powerful preserving and governing 
all His creatures and all their actions. 

—W.C.R. 
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Visions 


“Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not dis- 
obedient unto the heavenly vision” Acts 26:19. 


Visions are very important. We look on a 
very different world today from the world of 
fifty years ago. The sky is full of airplanes; 
our highways full of automobiles; our homes 
full of modern conveniences and luxuries. Why? 
Because somebody had a vision. 


Visions are even more important in the moral 
and spiritual world. Why do we have the 
Jews? Because Abram had a vision. Why do 
we have the Ten Commandments? Moses met 
God at the burning bush and on Mt. Sinai. 
Why do we have the Gospel? Because God’s Son 
saw us in our sin and misery. Why do we 
have missionaries in many lands? Because Saul 
of Tarsus had a vision. 


We sometimes imagine that visions are only 
for great men and women like Abram and Moses 
and Elijah and Isaiah and Daniel and John. 
Peter said on the Day of Pentecost that the 
Holy Spirit would cause old men to dream 
dreams and young men to see visions and would 
be poured out upon all flesh. 


I. How Do Our Visions Come? 


Not necessarily in a spectacular way as this 
one came to Saul. Sometimes the Vision is a 
still small voice. The vision may come as we 
sit in the House of God and worship. It may 
come as we kneel in prayer or meditate upon 
the Word, or when we are on a bed of sickness, 
or lying awake at night. The need may be our 
vision. Ballington Booth saw the crowds of 
needy people in slums of London and the Salva- 
tion Army was born. Visions come while we 
are busy at our work. Elisha was plowing when 
Elijah came; Gideon was threshing wheat. 


Il. What do Visions Mean? 


May mean conversion, as in the case of Saul. 
Or dedication to God. Moody heard a man say, 
God is waiting to show what He can do with a 
man wholly dedicated, and he answered in his 
heart, by the grace of God, I will be that man. 
They mean Obedience. Visions are not given 
us for entertainment, but action. We are to 
arise to go and do something for God or men. 
We may watch Television for entertainment, 
but not heavenly visions. 
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Ill. What Answer to Make? 


We can say, NO. The rich young ruler who 
came to Jesus had a vision of eternal life, but 
he answered No and “went away sorrowful”. 


We can say, Yes, and then forget all about 
it. James says we may look into the vision of 
the Word and see ourselves and then go away 
and forget what sort of person we saw. 


We can say, Yes and mean it, as Saul did. 
It was not easy for him. It meant turning his 
back on past ambitions and friends. It meant 
weary travels over land or sea. It meant op- 
position and persecution and imprisonment 
and death. He had compensations: a rich ex- 
perience and a rich reward. 


There is one vision which all can have. It 
is embraced in the promise Lo, I am with you, 
even to the end of the world. It is a vision 
of Two People, you and your Lord, traveling 
together to the end of the way. 


This means that we are never alone. He goes 
with us all the time; all the way. No path is 
too steep for two, if one is the Son of God. 
It means companionship and courage and com- 
fort and security and peace and power and joy. 


Oh, that all of us might say, yes, and mean 
it, even as Saul said yes when the heavenly 
vision came. 


J.K.P. 





The Sun and the Moon Stood Still 
By J. V. N. Talmage 


Chapter 14: DESCRIPTION OF THE FLOOD 

The preceding chapters show by means of 
the HIATUS that the FLOOD of Noah was no 
local event as claimed by some who are edu- 
cated in material science without faith in the 
Bible. The reader will pardon the writer if 
he tells of his own personal experience in 
regard to believing the FLOOD story. 


From his childhood days the writer was taught 
by his parents that the Bible was real history, 
even from its first pages, and later personal 
experience when accepting Christ confirmed 
this childhood teaching. During boyhood days 
the Bible history interested him much, but while 
studying engineering at college he turned to 
the scientific problems of the Bible, and of 
these the FLOOD was second after the creation. 
In some way he connected the frozen mammoths 
of Siberia with the FLOOD, and figured that 
the movement of the North Pole from the region 
of the ice sheets toward Siberia would have 
caused the two events. It is easy to see that 
a rapid movement of the pole toward Siberia 
would freeze mammoths without decay, but it 
is more difficult to understand how this could 
have caused the FLOOD as described in the 
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Bible. But to an engineer the explanation was 
simple. 

The earth is not a perfect sphere, for, be- 
cause of variation of centrifugal force it bulges 
some at the equator, and is slightly flattened 
at the poles. There is a difference of about 
13 miles in radius. If the North Pole moved 
toward Siberia quickly enough to freeze the 
mammoths, the earth would not have had time 
to adjust its shape completely to the new align- 
ment of centrifugal forces, then the sealevel 
would have changed, rising in places which were 
brought nearer the equator and sinking in 
places brought closer to the poles. 


This theory called for no change in amount 
of ocean water, and satisfied the Biblical narra- 
tive that the main cause of the FLOOD had 
been the “breaking up of the fountains of the 
great deep.” The short time of 150 days at 
the most for the rise of the water agrees with 
this explanation. 


Of course this theory did not allow for the 
submersion of the whole earth at one time, 
as some think the narrative teaches. Moreover 
it left the exact extent of the FLOOD unsettled. 
But the main difficulty with the writer was that 
he knew of no reason why the earth should 
suddenly have shifted its poles. Scientific train- 
ing, however, had taught him that the lack of 
a known cause does not invalidate good evi- 
dence, and the writer’s experience was that the 
Bible is trustworthy. The reader should always 
remember that geologists have believed in ice 
ages for over a century without knowing why 
there should have been any ice ages. 


Any one can understand that if the poles 
moved during the FLOOD the sequence of 
day and night must have been interrupted in 
some way. No wonder God promised Noah that 
summer and winter, seedtime and harvest, day 
and night, will not cease. (The next chapter 
will tell how the mystery of the FLOOD was 
completely solved.) 
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THE REFORMED DOCTRINE 


OF ‘THE CHURCH 


By Rev. Morton H. Smith 


(Address delivered at Weaverville Conference August 14, 1957) 


It is not without significance that the sub- 
jects of these annual meetings have been deal- 
ing with the Reformed Faith in its various as- 
pects. My subject is that of the Reformed Doc- 
trine of the Church. This is not a subject that 
we can dismiss lightly, for the Bible teaches 
that the Church is the most precious thing on 
earth. Christ loved the Church and gave Him- 
self up for it (Eph. 5:22). 


It is interesting to see that we are not the 
only ones who have been concerned about the 
Church, for it was just 100 years ago that Stuart 
Robinson wrote his work “The Church of God, 
1858. Notice the words with which he opens 
that work and see how appropriate they are 
for us today: “That the time is fully come 
for an earnest inculcation of the truth concern- 
ing the Church of God, no intelligent Presby- 
terian can.doubt. To say nothing either of the 
increased activity and zeal of the advocates of 
an anti-evangelical Churchism on the one hand, 
or the. prevalence of anti-ecclesiastical evangeli- 
calism on the other, it is sufficient to reflect 
that the very growth of the Presbyterian Church 
must speedily bring on the issue of either a 
fuller, clearer, and more general apprehension 
of the distinguishing principles of our Church 
order, or a dissolution of the body itself.” 


These same conditions still call for a clear 
statement of the true Reformed Doctrine of 
the Church. The very title of this talk commits 
us to a definite approach to this subject. I fear 
that all too often we of the Presbyterian Church 
are not aware of the significance of the word 
“Reformed.” It is a term pregnant with mean- 
ing of a positive sense. In its technical usage 
“Reformed Faith” refers to the view of Chris- 
tianity which seeks to reform itself according 
to the Word. There is the constant need of 
recognizing our sins and of applying the Word 
to our lives and thoughts. Thus this term “Re- 
formed” commits us to a particular approach 
to any subject. It is not just to return to the 
traditions of our fathers, or even to the Re- 
formers, but it is a return to the Bible, the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice. Of 
course this does not mean that we are to ignore 
the teachings of our spiritual fathers. Rather 
We are to be led by them to the Scriptures, so 
that we may examine fully and carefully God’s 
own teaching on the subject. It is this that 
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we shall attempt to do in this study. Due to 
our limitations of time we shall simply set forth 
the basic principles on the Church taught in 
the Word, and make some pertinent applica- 
tions of these principles. 


I. The Nature of the Church 
A. Words 


l. “Church” 


We have an interesting phenomenon in the 
vords used to define the church. We have the 
tnglish word “Church,” which can be derived 
from the Greek, and which is used to translate 
another Greek word. Thus we need to study 
both of these Greek words. The etymology of 
the word Church is traced through the Scottish 
kirk and the German kirche to Greek kuriakos, 
an adjective meaning “pertaining to the Lord” 
or “the Lord’s.” It is used twice in the New 
Testament referring to “the Lord’s Supper” and 
“the Lord’s Day.” It was used during the Mid- 
dle Ages to designate the sanctuary as the Lord’s 
house. After the Reformation it came to be 
used to designate the congregation that met there 
as well. Thus a church could refer either to 
the building or to the congregation. 


2. “Ecclesia” 


It was this word “church” which was used 
to translate another Greek word “ecclesia,” 
which means an “assembly” or the “called out 
ones.” The basic idea conveyed by “church” 
then is that of an assembly of the Lord’s people, 
a society of Christians. 


B. New Testament Usage of Ecclesia 


To determine more accurately the Biblical 
idea of the Church we must study the Biblical 
usage of the word ecclesia. It is used in six 
different ways in the New Testament. Remem- 
bering that the word itself means “an assembly” 
or “society” let us note the different contexts 
in which it is found. It designates: 


1. A society of Christians that meet in a 
private house. Col. 4:15, “Salute the brethren 
which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the 
Church which is in his house.” 

2. A society of Christians in a particular city 
consisting of several thousand persons. Acts 9:22, 
“Then tidings of these things came unto the 
ears of the Church which was in Jerusalem.” 
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3. A society of Christians living in a country 
or region. Acts 9:31 (ASV), “So the Church 
throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria 
had peace...” 


4. A society of Christians living across the 
whole earth. The officers appointed for the 
Church were for the Church universal on earth, 
not for just one particular place, or for the 
heavenly aspect. I Cor. 12:28, “And God hath 
set some in the Church, first apostles, secondly 
prophets, thirdly teachers, then miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversity 
of tongues.” 


5. A society of Christians as represented by 
officers in a court. This is seen in Mt. 18:17, 
where Jesus teaches that one who has a dif- 
ference with another is to take it to the Church. 


6. The society of Christians in the largest 
sense of the term, namely, all for whom Christ 
died. Eph. 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives 
even as Christ also loved the Church, and gave 
himself up for it.” (See Thomas Witherow, 
The Apostolic Church, Which Is It?) 


C. Concluding Definition 

Due to the great variety of usage it is difficult 
to frame a single definition that includes all 
these various aspects of the Church. Stuart 
Robinson points out that the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith comprehends all these ideas 
in its chapter on the Church. 


1. The last of the usages noted above gives 
us the primary meaning of the Biblical idea 
of the Church. It is that society of men who 
are spiritually united to Christ and thus to one 
another. The Westminster Confession speaks of 
this aspect of the Church in these words: “The 
catholic or universal church, which is invisible, 
consists of the whole number of the elect, that 
have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, 
under Christ the head thereof; and is the spouse, 
the body, the fullness of Him that filleth all 
in all” (Chapter XXVII, par. 1). Thus the 
Church invisible is known only to God and com- 
prehends all whom He has elected to salvation, 
past, present and future. It is this spiritual 
body that underlies all visible manifestations 
on earth. 


2. Add to the concept of the invisible body 
of the elect the idea of a visible manifestation 
and we have the Church visible. Again the 
Westminster Confession speaks of this aspect 
of the Church: “The visible Church, which. is 
also catholic or universal under the gospel (not 
confined to one nation as before under the law) , 
consists of all those throughout the world that 
profess the true religion, together with their 
children; and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the house and family of God, through 
which men are ordinarily saved and union with 
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which is essential to their best growth and 
service” (XXVII, 2). One thing that we should 
observe is that “when we speak of the Church 
invisible and the Church visible, we are not 
to be understood as if we referred in these 
designations to two separate and distinct 
Churches, but rather to the same Church under 
two different characters” (James Bannerman, 
The Church of Christ) . 


3. Add the idea of locality and we think of 
the Church local. 


4. Add the idea of associations of local con- 
gregations and we have the Church of a particu- 
lar region, a presbytery or synod, and perhaps 
the denominations. 


5. Add the idea of representation and we 
have the Church as a court. 


D. Implications 


Thus we see that the basic Biblical idea of 
the Church is not that of a Divine institution 
which bestows salvation upon men, but it is 
first of all the society or fellowship of believers, 
who have been the recipients of God’s grace, 
and thus custodians of His gifts. These gifts 
are not given to any particular company of 
believers but to the whole Church. On the basis 
of this, we may say that the Presbyterian view 
of the Church rises above a narrow sectarianism. 
We profess not to be the true Church, but only 
a branch of it. “The catholic church hath been 
sometimes more, sometimes less visible. And 
particular churches, which are members thereof, 
are more or less pure, according as the doctrine 
of the gospel is taught and embraced, ordinances 
administered and public worship performed 
more or less purely in them” (W.C.F. XXVII, 
4). We do not even profess to be the ideal 
Church. “The purest churches under heaven 
are subject both to mixture and error: and some 
have so degenerated as to become apparently 
no churches at all...” (XXVII,5). 


It is interesting to note that this last para 
graph of the Confession recognizes the inherent 
divisions .within the Church visible, not only 
on the basis of geographical distribution, but 
also on the basis of variation in purity. From 
this it would seem that the authors of the Con- 
fession did not necessarily envision an organic 
union of all Christians in any single organiza- 
tion. Rather their stress was on the unity of 
faith among believers. It is certainly incon- 
ceivable that the Reformers or the writers of 
the Confession would ever have sought to unite 
on the basis of the least common denominator. 
The Westminster Confession and Catechisms 
stand as the basis on which they sought union 
with other Christians. May God give us the 
insight into the Gospel that they had and the 
same courage of our convictions to stand for 
our faith! 
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ll. The Marks of the Church 





This fact of divisions among those who claim 
the name Christian brings us face to face with 
a very practical problem. How are we to know 
the true Church, or a true branch of the 
Church? What are the distinguishing marks 
of the Church? The answer to this question 
may be found in either of two ways. The first 
is to look to the definition of the Church, and 
then to search out the body that meets this 
description. As already noted, the Confession 
of Faith describes the visible Church as con- 
sisting of all those who profess the true religion. 
This true religion is the worship of God as 
taught in the Scriptures. It is historic Chris- 
tianity, the purest form of which we believe 
is found in that interpretation known as the 
Reformed Faith or Calvinism, which is so ably 
set forth in the Westminster Standards. Per- 
haps even more pointed is the second way of 
determining the marks. This is to determine 
the Biblical teaching of the purpose of the 
Church, and to find the Church that is truly 
fulfilling this purpose. Ultimately of course 
the purpose of the Church is to glorify God, 
and yet we must ask just how the Church is 
to do this? We glorify God when we do His 
will, when we obey His commands. As already 
noted in the definition of the Church, Christ 
is Head and King over His Church. He then 
is the One who has instituted the Church and 
sent it forth to accomplish His purposes. 


There are three basic commands that He 
gave to the Church. The first and most basic 
is the Great Commission. This was spoken to 
the disciples, and probably to the 500 also, after 
His Resurrection. “All authority hath been 
given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go 
ye therefore, and make disciples of all the na- 
tions, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world” (Mt. 28:19-20) . 
Here we find the primary command to the 
Church. It is that the Church is to proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the 
world. She is to be a witness to His saving grace. 
This is to be done primarily through the direct 
preaching of the Word. Over and over again 
It is said of the New Testament Church that 
she preached the Word. How we need to ex- 
amine our Church to see that she remains true 
to her primary task of preaching the Word 
and only the Word of God! 


A second part of the command given in the 
great commission is that of the administration 
of the Sacrament of baptism. “Go, baptizing 
and teaching ...” This coupled with the 
command to the disciples to observe the Lord’s 
Supper clearly lays upon the Church the obliga- 
tion to bear witness to the Gospel of Christ 
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through the proper administration of these Sac- 
raments. 


A third specific command to the church is 
1ound in connection with the confession of 
Peter that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God. “And Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Blessed art thou Simon Bar-jonah: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father who is in heaven. And I also 
say unto thee, that thou art Peter and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of Hades shall not prevail against it. I will give 
unto thee the keys of the kingdom; and what- 
soever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt. 16:17-19). 


This is a passage that clearly gives to the 
disciples, the officers of the Church, the func- 
tion of discipline. The Church has the power 
and duty of reception and exclusion of those 
who accept or reject the Gospel. 

On the basis of these three commands of 
Christ to the Church the early Reformers 
named three marks of the Church. The Con- 
fession of ‘the English Church at Geneva, which 
John Knox served for a while, says, “That 
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Church which is visible and seen to the eye 
hath three tokens or marks whereby it may 
be known. First, the Word of God contained 
in the Old and New Testaments. . . . Second, 
the holy Sacraments, to wit, of baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. . . . Third, ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline.” The Scots Confession of 1560 says, 
“The notes of the trew Kirk of God we beleeve, 
confess and vow to be, - first, the trew preach- 
ing of the Word of God; . . . secondly, the 
right administration of the Sacraments of Christ 
Jesus; . . . last, Ecclesiastical discipline uprightle 
ministered as Goddis Word prescribes.” 


Calvin said that discipline was essential for 
the well being of the Church if not for the 
very being of the Church itself. He held to 
two marks of the Church, namely, the true 
preaching of the Word and the proper admin- 
istration of the sacraments. This is the position 
of our own Book of Church Order: “This visible 
unity of the body of Christ, though obscured 
is not destroyed by its divisions into different 
denominations of professing Christians; but all 
of these which maintain the Word and Sacra- 
ments in their fudamental integrity are to be 
recognized as true branches of the Church of 
Jesus Christ.” 


We see thus some variation in the number 
of marks that are recognized, but ultimately, 
as Thomas Peck said, the one basic mark of 
the true Church is the sound preaching of 
the Word. As the Apostle Paul says, the Church 
of the Living God is the pillar and the ground 
of the truth (I Tim. 3:15). It is her task, her 
only task, to uphold and proclaim the truth 
of the Gospel of Christ. When she ceases to 
do this, she ceases to be the true Church of 
Jesus Christ. How careful we who are officers 
of the Church of Jesus Christ must be to see 
that the pure Word of God and nothing else 
is proclaimed in our pulpits and through our 
literature. The current news, or philosophy, or 
social issues, or personal opinions have no place 
in the Christian pulpit. The pulpit is conse- 
crated to the proclamation of the Word of 
God and that alone. The measure of a Church’s 
purity is found in the degree to which it pro- 
claims and adheres to the Word of God. 

The Church then that is maintaining the 
Word and the Sacraments in their fundamental 
integrity is a branch of the true Church of 





God. It is the pillar and the ground of the 
truth. It is a part of the body of Christ. From 
all of this it is clear that the Reformed Doctrine 
of the Church is one that maintains a “high” 
view of the Church. It has always been the 
position of the Reformed Faith that to break 
with the true Church, or to sin against it, is 
to sin against Christ. Calvin uses very strong 
language against those who would leave the 
Church, for it is Christ’s Body. 

This brings us to a practical problem that 
faces every Christian. As the Confession says, 
the various Churches have been more or less 
pure throughout the ages. None is perfect or 
without its impurity. Are there ever condi- 
tions under which the Christian must leave a 
particular branch of the Church? If we say no, 
then we must reject the heritage that is ours 
in the Protestant Reformation. James Banner- 
man, author of a work entitled The Church of 
Christ, says, “That a particular Church may 
itself apostatize from the faith, or be guilty of 
imposing upon its members terms of com- 
munion, to comply with which would be sin, 
there cannot be a doubt; and in such a case 
separation becomes a duty to be discharged, 
and not an offence to be avoided. But in 
separating in such circumstances from the 
church, the schism lies not with the parties 
who separate, but with the Church that com- 
pels and causes the separation. In thus going 
forth from it, we maintain in fact, rather than 
infringe upon the higher unity of the one 
Church of Christ.” There is no easy rule as 
to just when the case warrants separation. Each 
case must be judged on its own merits, and in 
the light of the current situation. Basically it 
is a matter of loyalty to Christ as King rather 
than to the Church as such. If the Church im- 
poses something upon its members that causes 
them to sin against their King, then they must 
remain loyal to the King rather than to the 
Church. Such was the case with the Roman 
Church, which had replaced the Word of God 
by the traditions of man. Such also was the 
case in 1861 when the U.S.A. Church passed 
the Gardiner Spring Resolution, which demand- 
ed loyalty of all Presbyterians to the Federal 
government. As many as are the errors of our 
own Church I do not believe that we have 
just cause even to consider such a move, but 
should our Church ever replace the Word of 
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God with its own word, may we have the cour- 
age of our forefathers to remain true to Christ 
and His Gospel regardless of the cost! 


Let us remember that to separate carelessly 
or wantonly on insufficient grounds is a grave 
and serious offence against the authority of 
Christ. Our own Confession speaks of the visible 
Church as the house and family of God. The 
visible Church is Christ’s own Church, and we 
need to be most careful not to bring fresh 
cause of slander against Him by a careless atti- 
tude toward His Church. This same high view 
of the Church impels us to be concerned for 
the purity of the Church. We can never be 
complacent about the state of the Church. No 
particular branch of the Church is absolutely 
pure, and thus in accord with the Reformed 
principle, we must constantly seek to purify 
our Church in accordance with the Word. 


Ill. Headship of Christ 


We must now draw this paper to a close, 
but we can scarcely do so without at least 
touching on that great doctrine of the Headship 
of Christ over the Church. This doctrine has 
had a basic position in all Protestant thought, 
but especially so in the thought of the Presby- 
terians of Scotland, and in our own Church 
in this country. The concept of the Church 
as Christ’s own Kingdom, over which no one 
else had rule, gave to our Scottish forbears 
courage of their convictions to stand against all 
earthly powers for their Lord and King. In 
the formation of our own beloved Church it was 
this same principle that had been so ignored by 
our northern brethren in their demand of loyalty 
to the Federal government as well as to Christ 
that led our fathers to a just and proper separa- 
tion from that communion. 


Dr. B. M. Palmer, in the opening sermon at 
our first General Assembly in August in 1861, 
preached a stirring message on the Headship 
of Christ. In this message he saw as a part 
of our distinctive testimony the reproclamation 
of the sole Kingship of Christ in Zion. With 
his words I shall close, and may God, by His 
grace, preserve us from swaying away from true 
allegiance to Christ as the only King and Law- 
giver. May we remember afresh that the 
Church’s one task is that of declaring the Word. 
The power that Christ as King has given to 
the Church is therefore to be declarative and 
not legislative, ministerial and not magisterial. 
His Word is our sole lawbook. This and this 
alone is the message of the Church. Her true 
purpose is spiritual, not social or political. 


“Do we understand, Fathers and Brothers, the 
mission of the Church, given us here to execute? 
It is to lift up throughout the world our testi- 
mony for the headship of Christ. ... But a 
little while since it was attempted in the most 
august court of our Church to place the crown 
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of our Lord upon the head of Caesar — to bind 
the body which is Christ’s fullness, to the 
chariot in which Caesar rides. ... And now 
this Parliament of the Lord’s freemen solemnly 
declares that, by the terms of her great charter, 
none but Jesus may be the King in Zion. Once 
more in this distanct age and in these ends of 
the earth, the Church must declare for the su- 
premacy of her Head, and fling out the conse- 
crated ensign with the old inscription, ‘for 
Christ and His Crown.’” (B. M. Palmer). 


As we approach the end of our first one 
hundred years as a Church it is only proper 
that we examine ourselves and our Church to 
see that we are and continue to be true to that 
glorious inscription, “for Christ and His Crown.” 
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By J. Woodrow Hassell, Th.D. 


The Bahai religion had its origin in Persia 
in 1844, an offshoot of Mohammedanism. Its 
first leader was a young merchant who called 
himself “the Bab”, meaning the gate between 
God and Man. Since Mohammedanism was the 
constituted State religion at the time, the an- 
nouncement of a competitive faith was tanta- 
mount to insurrection. After six years of per- 
secution by the government of Persia, the Bab 
was publicly executed, his mantle falling upon 
one Baha whom his followers have ever since 
called Baha’u’llah, or “the glory of God.” 


Baha’u’llah in turn was banished and for 
many years imprisoned at Akka on Mount 
Carmel in Palestine. After his _ release, 
Baha'u'llah purchased a palace not far from the 
prison, where for the last few years of his life 
he lived in luxury and splendor with his four 
wives and several concubines. 


In 1863 Baha’u-’llah announced himself “the 
new Messiah”, and from that time until his 
death in 1892 he carried on by correspondence 
a counter revolutionary religious movement in 
Persia. He also addressed letters to the Pope 
of Rome, the Queen of England, the “King 
of Berlin” and other crowned heads, proclaim- 
ing himself the leader of the new “World Re- 
ligion”, and calling on all nations and peoples 
to accept his claims. 


Baha’u'llah was succeeded by his son Abdul- 
Baha who carried the Bahai faith to other 
lands including America which he visited in 
1912. Abdul-Baha died in 1921 and was suc- 
ceeded by his grandson Shogi-Effendi who is at 
the present (1957) the official spokesman for 
the faith. 


As would be supposed, the Bahai faith has 
taken root to some extent in the United States. 
In 1953 the Bahaists dedicated a temple at 
Wilmette, Illinois, costing three million dollars. 
They are said to have a total membership in 
this country of about 18,000 and to have sizable 
groups in all the large centers. 


Many of the features of the Bahaist system 
which are shown to the American public appear 
noble and ideal. For example, in America they 
claim the following to be their fundamental 
principles and goals: the oneness of mankind; 
the independent investigation of truth; the 
identity of all religions; religion the basis of 
all union; religion to accord with science and 
reason; equality between men and women; dis- 
solution of all prejudice; universal peace; uni- 
versal education; spiritual solution of the eco- 
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The Truth About The 
BAHAISTS 


nomic problem; a universal language; and an 
international tribunal. 


Waiving the question whether such things 
are fundamental considerations in a true re. 
ligion, and granting that some of them may 
be worthy goals, it is nevertheless true that 
in America very much of the Founder’s teach- 
ing is altogether left out or obscured. Other 
principles fundamental to the system are soft- 
ened so as to offend the spiritually discriminat- 
ing Western conscience as little as possible. In 
fact there are two faces to this religious sect, 
the Persian face and the American. Yet basically, 
as will be shown later, the system is the same. 
The Founder and the leaders are the same; 
their claims and creed the same; their methods 
the same; the character of the believer the same; 
their hopes and their destiny the same. 


RELIGION AND TRUTH 


To the Bahaist there is no such thing as 
absolute, fixed truth. His conclusions do not 
derive necessarily from established facts. Con- 
sistent with this view of truth, he contends 
that all religions are equally true, their leaders 
equally inspired, and their writings uniformly 
authoritative. Says the Bahai Centenary, 
(p.XV), “The Founders of revealed religion, 
Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Mohammed, the Bab 
and Baha’u’llah are all but one person, one 
soul, one spirit, one being in revelation—one 
religion in continuity.” 

Now the Bahaist proposes to bring together 
all the religions of the world and unite them 
under one banner without attempting to change 
a single article of any. Thus all religious dif- 
ferences, that have distressed the world for 
so long, would vanish, and civilization would 
at last be at peace. This single and united camp 
would then include: Christians, Jews, Moham- 
medans, Hindus, Buddhists, Zoroastrians, Athe- 
ists, Theists, Deists, Polytheists, Pantheists, 
Animists, and many others. 


The amazing thing is that the Bahaist sees 
no incongruity in these totally diverse and 
mutually exclusive religious beliefs, imagining 
that so stupendous a result can be achieved 
only by the magic wand of Baha’u’llah! 

Thus the Bahaists claim their religion to be 
the noblest attempt completely to level the 
human race in all respects, not alone religiously, 
but socially, linguistically, racially, financially 
and politically. Such a state, say they, would 
wipe out all class struggle, political feuds and 
economic differences, and thereby would intro- 
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duce the Millenial Age which they call “the 
Most Great Peace!” 


How desirable the goal! How easy the method! 
Indeed all that is required is simply mental 
assent to membership in the vast camp! 


ARE THE BAHAIST LEADERS DIVINE? 


There is abundant evidence in the writings 
of all the leaders of Bahaism that they claim 
true deity for at least two of their prophets, 
the Bab and Baha’u’llah. And it is equally 
certain that their followers believe them to be 
divine. Rev. W. M. Miller, a Presbyterian Mis- 
sionary to Persia who made a careful study of 
Bahaism, quotes Baha’u’llah as_ proclaiming 
himself as God the Father, as the Comforter 
promised by Christ, and as Christ Himself come 
again. Speaking on the same subject, the 
Bahai Centenary says: “The source from which 
it (Bahaism) derives its inspiration is no less 
than Baha’u’llah himself; its consummation the 
advent of that golden millenium — the day 
when the kingdoms of this world shall have 
become the Kingdom of God Himself — the 
Kingdom of Baha’u’llah.” In the same work 
the Bab is quoted as saying: “I am the primal 
point from which have been generated all cre- 
ated things . . . I am the countenance of God, 
whose splendor can never be obscured, the Light 
of God whose radiance can never fade.” 


CHRIST OR BAHA’U’LLAH 


One of the basic principles of Bahaism is 
that God has revealed Himself throughout the 
ages in certain great personalities, each one 
greater than the preceding. The order, as 
they view it, is: Abraham, Moses, Christ, Mo- 
hammed, the Bab, Baha’u’llah. The last named 
is the greatest of them all and is final. He 
is thus made to displace Christ, for while 
Christ is said to be only the manifestation of 
God’s qualities, Baha'u'llah is the manifestation 
of God's essence. 


BAHAISM AND GOD 


From what has been said, it might be thought 
that God would play a very prominent place 
in Bahaism. But in all the literature investi- 
gated, much of it written by the Bahaists them- 
selves, the name of God is seldom mentioned, 
while His character is never described. Indeed 
in their tract “Bahai Answers” it is said: “They 
(the Bahaists) believe that God, the Creator 
and Sustainer of the universe, is unknowable”. 
In all their writings most of what is said of 
God is in connection with the deity of their 
leaders. From all appearances therefore, it 
seems that the Bahaists are practically atheists, 
believing indeed in the idea of God but not 
in the fact. They are at least, according to 
their own confession, thoroughgoing agnostics. 
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THE DOCTRINES OF SIN AND GRACE 


Universal human conscience and the entire 
structure of the Christian Bible unite in testify- 
ing that humanity in its native state is morally 
and spiritually ruined. Basically the race is in 
need of a savior. But Bahaism is utterly igno- 
rant of this. According to its view, the only 
imperfection of humanity relates to divisions— 
differences of religion, class factions, race 
prejudices, and diversities of economic wellbeing. 


Indeed the salvation proposed by the Bahaists 
is nothing other than ceremonial righteousness, 
and therefore is opposed to the heart of the gos- 
pel of Christ. The idea of grace is an utter 
stranger to this religion. 


ACHIEVEMENTS OF BAHAISM 


Since a tree is known by its fruits, we want 
to know what this new religion has accom- 
plished in the sphere of moral and spiritual 
character. Judged by its claims, a marvelous 
transformation has taken place in the lands 
in which it has taken root. 


For one thing, the leaders of Bahaism boast 
that by far the larger part of Persia has ac- 


PAGE 11 





cepted their faith, and that because of its in- 
fluence no traces of discord or differences among 
men remain. “The utmost love, kindness and 
unity are apparent.” 


In reply to this claim, the Presbyterian mis- 
sionary already quoted says that the Bahaists 
comprise only a very small minority of the 
population of Persia, their ratio being about 
cne in five hundred. The total number in 
all Persia he estimates to be not over 10,000. 
This writer goes on to say that these people 
“are the most quarrelsome of all the sects of 
Persia.” In truth, the Bahaists in their earlier 
history, like their counterpart the Mohamme- 
dans, openly advocated and practiced the propa- 
gation of their faith by the use of the sword. 
According to well authenticated evidence, nu- 
merous murders were authorized by the leaders 
and were carried out by their followers. 


The Bahaists further claim that they are to 
be credited with sweeping reforms and with 
the promotion of education in Persia. On the 
contrary, the authority referred to above asserts 
that Bahaism has rather “retarded civilization 
in the land.” Proof of this statement may be 
found in the fact that after one hundred years 
the Bahaists have not a single hospital to testify 
to their boasted love for mankind, while the 
Christian hospitals of Persia minister to more 
than 50,000 patients a year. 


MORAL CHARACTER OF THE BAHAISTS 


If the value of the Bahaist faith is to be 
decided by the moral standards of truth, purity, 
sincerity and fidelity, this religion is weighed 
and found wanting. 


For example, with respect to sex relation- 
ship, “No great importance is attached to im- 
morality.” Polygamy is approved by the Kitab-i- 
Aqdas, the Bahaist Bible. Baha’u’llah himself 
is said to have four wives and several con- 
cubines. 


There is ample testimony that the Bahaists in 
their native land are and always have been 
contentious, addicted to opium and liquor; they 
care nothing for the poor; their methods of 
propaganda are deceitful and false. After living 
among the Bahaists and studying their teachings 
and ways for ten years Miller says, “I have 
met not a single one who could be called honest 
or faithful in the full sense of these words.” 


In conclusion, the Bahaists claim that many 
Christians are also Bahaists. They even state 
that every true follower of Christ is a Bahaist! 
But could such a thing be possible? As light 
and darkness are exactly opposite, so Christian- 
ity and Bahaism are utterly opposed each to 
the other at every pivotal point. For to be a 
Bahaist is to deny that men are sinners, in 
need of redemption; that Christ is God; that 
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He atoned for sin on Calvary; that He rose 
again from the dead; that His Name is above 
every name; and that the eternal destiny of 
every person will be determined with reference 
to Him alone. 


If it is claimed that there are certainly some 
good things in this religion, the pointed answer 
is in the words of Dr. Robert E. Speer: “There 
is not one word of truth in these Occidental 
representations of Bahaism that is not borrowed 
from Christianity.” 


To the question then, Can a Christian be a 
Bahaist? the answer must be an eternal NO. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Christ In The Likeness of Men 


Background Scripture: Philippians 2; Luke 2:8-20 
Devotional Reading: Colossians 1:15-23 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 22 


There are three stupendous miracles in the Bible: The Creation; The Incarnation, and; The 
Resurrection. Today we study very appropriately, the Incarnation. I would like to quote from our 
Shorter Catechism, Question 37: “How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? Christ, 
the Son of God, became man by taking to himself a true body and a reasonable soul, being con- 
ceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet 


without sin.” This is a very plain and com- 
prehensive statement of what we believe the 
Bible teaches. Then, in our Catechism these 
other two questions are asked: (Question 27) 
“Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist? 
Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, 
and that in a low condition, made under the 
law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the 
wrath of God, the cursed death of the cross, in 
being buried and continuing under the power 
of death for a time. (Question (28) Wherein 
consisteth Christ’s exaltation? Christ’s exalta- 
tion consisteth in his rising again from the dead 
on the third day, in ascending up to heaven, 
in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, 
and in coming to judge the world at the last 
day.” Our lesson includes both His Humilia- 
tion and Exaltation, united by the word, 
“Wherefore”. 


In our Devotional Reading from Colossians 
we have a beautiful description of “the exalted 
nature and office” and work of Christ. He is 
the image of the invisible God, the Creator 
of all things, the head of the body, the church, 
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence, for it pleased 
the Father that in him should all fullness dwell. 
If we had no other passage in the Bible describ- 
ing the nature of Christ, we could be sure of 
His Deity from this one. A mere man would 
never be described this way. Then Paul goes 
on to tell of Christ’s Redemptive work. He 
makes peace between man and God through the 
blood of his cross, reconciling all things unto 
himself. He will present us holy and unblame- 
able in his sight, if we continue in the faith, 
not moved away from the hope of the Gospel. 
We are justified and sanctified by Christ, and 
made the blessed recipients of all the riches 
of Christ; “Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be rich.” (2 Cor. 8:9) 
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In verses 1-5 of our lesson Paul is exhorting 
the Philippian Christians to have love and 
humility, to let nothing be done through strife 
or vain glory; but in lowliness of mind to let 
each esteem others better than themselves. As 
the supreme example of such humility he turns 
our thoughts to Jesus Christ and tells them 
to let the same mind be in them which was in 
Christ Jesus. Then there follows the well-known 
description of the Humiliation and Exaltation 
of our Lord. 


I. His Humiliation (emptied himself) 6-8. 


In order to understand something of what 
the Incarnation meant we have to see how 
exalted Christ was by nature. He existed in 
the form of God. He is the eternal Son of 
God, of one substance and equal with the 
Father. He did not have to “grasp” Sonship 
by something which He did; He was already 
God’s Son. Our professor of theology used to 
describe it in this way: if one of the stars in 
the sky should suddenly become a speck of dust, 
it would be nothing compared to the Son of 
God becoming a man. 


In our Larger Catechism — Questions 46-50 — 
we have a full and interesting discussion of 
what it meant for Christ to “humble Himself”. 
I would like to follow this rather closely. He 
took upon him the form of a Servant; from a 
Son to a Servant. We see this beautifully illus- 
trated in the scene in the Upper Room. John 
says, “Jesus knowing that the Father had given 
all things into his hands, and that he was come 
from God, and went to God; He riseth from 
supper, and laid aside his garments; and took 
a towel and girded himself. After that he 
poureth water into a basin, and began to wash 
his disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded.” The Cate- 
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chism discusses this under several heads: His 
conception and birth, life, death, and after his 
death until his resurrection. He was “made 
of a woman” in low estate, not some mighty 
princess, but a simple “handmaid of the Lord”, 
the Virgin Mary, and was born of her in cir- 
cumstances of more than ordinary abasement. 
In Luke’s account of His birth, which is a part 
of our lesson, we read again and ponder the 
beautiful story of His lowly birth, the stable, 
the manger, and the shepherds who came. This 
is the most entrancing story in the Bible. His 
birth was a lowly birth. 


“Christ humbled himself in his life, by sub- 
jecting himself to the law, which he perfectly 
fulfilled, by suffering many of the indignities 
of the world, temptations of Satan, and infirmi- 
ties of the flesh.” Some of these were the ordi- 
nary things common to man; others were pe- 
culiarly His own, for He had to bear more than 
most men have to bear. The foxes have holes 
and the birds have nests, but the Son of man 
had nowhere to lay His head. 


When we come to His death we find much 
that added to His humiliation. He was betrayed 
by Judas, one of his own disciples. He was tried 
in a most unjust way before a tribunal of wicked 
men and a judge who was weak and cowardly 
and evil. He was mocked and scourged and 
spit upon. He carried His cross as far as His 
strength permitted. He was crucified between 
two thieves as He endured the painful and 
shameful death of the cross. He bore our sins 
in His own body on the tree. After his death 
he was buried and continued under the power 
of death until the third day. His whole life, 
from the cradle of Bethlehem to the tomb of 
Joseph was the life of a Servant. The Son had 
truly become a Servant and His service went 
down as deep as the needs of sinful men. 


II. His Exaltation ‘wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him” 9-11. 


There is a connection between His Humili- 
ation and His Exaltation. He said about us, 
whosoever humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
God the Father exalted the Son Who had hum- 
bled himself to become a servant. 


His name is above every name. This does 
not detract from God the Father, but adds to 
His glory, for Jesus is revealing the Father by 
His life and death; it is all to the glory of God 
the Father. 


Turning now to the Catechism again we see 


some of the things comprehended in_ this 
Exaltation. 


The first was His Resurrection. He had faced 
many enemies. The last enemy was death. He 
had conquered Satan and the World; now He 
conquers death itself. The grave could not hold 


PAGE 14 


the Prince of Life. Up from the grave He 
arose, triumphant over all His foes. His resur- 
rection makes certain our resurrection. The 
empty cross and the empty tomb are the seals 
to our complete redemption. He died and was 
buried; He arose again. Paul states these two 
facts as composing the gospel which he preached: 
Christ died for our sins and rose again. 


He ascended to the right hand of God. The 
disciples saw Him go up into heaven. He is 
in the place of power and honor. He ever lives 
to make intercession for His people. 


He is coming again to receive us unto Himself 
and to judge the world. He tells us of the time 
when He shall come in glory: the glory of 


angels, the glory of the Father, and His own 
glory. 


In Questions 51-56 the Larger Catechism gives 
us many details found in the Word of God 
concerning his resurrection, ascension, his sit- 
ting at the right hand of God, his intercession 
as our Great High Priest, and his coming again 
in glory to judge the world. Paul sums it all 
up for us by saying, That at the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; And 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


III. Our Response and Responsibility — 
Balance of chapter. 


Having referred us to the glorious example 
of our Lord, Paul goes on to exhort us to “work 
out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling. For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
Jesus finished His work of salvation. Our part 
is to accept what He has done and work out in 
our lives that which He has worked in us by 
His transforming power. We are saved by His 
grace, but we are to bear fruit to His glory. 
If we are His then our lives will show it. We 
will be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world. He tell them that if they 
do this both he and they would rejoice together. 
This dark world needs all the light we can 
give it. Jesus said, Ye are the light of the world. 
He also said, I am the light of the world. His 
whole life as He came in the likeness of man 
was a burning and a shining light. We are to 
go forth as His representatives, His witnesses, 
to shine in this benighted world. If we work 
out our salvation—the great salvation which He 
wrought for us — then we will light up the world 
for Him. 


IV. The Birth of Jesus: Luke 2:8-20. 


This account by Luke tells in a marvellous 
way the story of His coming in the likeness of 
man. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 22 


Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 


Sing Selected Christmas Carols (Refrain from 
using the carols which are to be the subject 
of the program.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

It would be hard to find a nation whose peo- 
ple are more enthusiastic about celebrating 
Christmas than the people of America. Much of 
the celebrating is done by the observance of 
Christmas traditions. We would be hard put 
to it to find many traditions which are of 
American origin. Most of them are borrowed 
from other countries. The ideas of the Christ- 
mas tree, the yule log, Santa Claus, and the 
giving of presents are all borrowed from tra- 
ditions of other lands. Even our Christmas music 
has come to us very largely from the authors 
and composers of foreign countries. We observe 
so many traditions in America because our citi- 
zens come from so many different national and 
cultural backgrounds. We should be glad for 
the wealth of tradition that is ours, but we 
should remember that it is of no real value 
unless we use it to the glory of the Lord. 


In this program we want to consider two very 
fine contributions America has made to the 
music of Christmas. The beloved carols, “It 
Came Upon The Midnight Clear” and “O Lit- 
tle Town of Bethlehem” have words written by 
American authors and their tunes are by Ameri- 
can composers. May we be used not only to 
celebrate Christmas by keeping the traditions 
of others, but may we, like these authors and 
composers, be used to enrich Christmas by our 
own spiritual traditions and music. 


First Speaker: 


The words to the hymn “It Came Upon The 
Midnight Clear” were written by the Rev. E. H. 
Sears, pastor, author, and hymn writer. He was 
born at Sandisfield, Massachusetts, in 1810 and 
received his education at Union College in New 
York and at Harvard. For thirty eight years he 
served as pastor of churches in the New England 
states. During the last twelve years of his life 
he shared editorial responsibilities in the pub- 
lication of The Monthly Religious Magazine. 


Most of his poems and hymns appeared in this 
publication. 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS | 
Christmas Traditions 


The composer of the tune “Carol” to which 
Sears’ words are sung, Richard S. Willis, was 
born in Boston in 1819. He graduated from 
Yale and studied in Germany where he formed 
a friendship with Mendelssohn. The great com- 
poser helped him with the revision of some of 
his compositions. He returned to New York in 
1847 to continue his work of song writing. In 
addition to church music, he wrote a number of 
student and patriotic songs. The beauty of the 
tune “Carol” is worthy of the excellent lines 
with which they have become associated. 


The carol has been described as one of the 
loveliest of the American hymns. It seeks to 
recapture the wondrous beauty of the angels’ 
appearance and song, and to comfort our hearts 
now by reminding us of the promised peace. 
Let us sing all the stanzas of “It Came Upon 
The Midnight Clear,” giving special thought 
to the words as we sing them. 


Second Speaker: 


Phillips Brooks, the author of “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem’’, was one of the best loved and 
most able ministers in American History. He 
was born in Boston in 1835 of Puritan ancestry. 
After graduating from Harvard he attempted 
to teach Latin, but was a miserable failure. 
Following this disappointment, he entered the 
Episcopal Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia, to 
prepare for the ministry. He had two very suc- 
cessful pastorates in Philadelphia and one in 
Boston. Less than two years before his death 
he was made Bishop of Massachusetts. He 
had the rare gift of eloquence in the pulpit 
combined with the common touch. He was a 
lover of hymns due a great deal, no doubt, to 
the practice of memorizing hymns encouraged 
by his father. Brooks could recite from memory 
more than two hundred hymns. The beauty 
and devotional thought of these hymns often 
found their way into his sermons. 


The tune “St. Louis’, to which “O Little 
Town Of Bethlehem” is usually sung, was com- 
posed by Lewis H. Redner. At the time of 
composition Mr. Redner was organist and Sun- 
day School superintendent at the Church of 
the Holy Trinity in Philadelphia where Phillips 
Brooks was rector. 
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In Christmas week of 1865 Phillips Brooks 
was traveling in the Holy Land and rode on 
horseback from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. He 
wrote to his friends of the impression this ex- 
perience made on him, and it was surely the 
beginning of his inspiration for the hymn. 
Before Christmas 1868 he brought the poem 
to Mr. Redner, the church organist, and asked 
him to compose a tune for it so the children 
might sing it for the Sunday School Christmas 
program. Redner had difficulty in preparing 
the tune, and did not complete it until the 
Sunday morning it was to be sung after having 
received a sudden inspiration the night before. 
Neither the author nor the composer expected 
the carol to live after that one program. It was 
indeed slow in coming to popularity, but the 
year before Brooks died it was published in 
the Hymnal of the Episcopal Church. Today 
there is hardly a collection of Christmas carols 
that does not include it. 





In words and notes of rare beauty and deep 
reverence the hymn describes what took place 
in Bethlehem so long ago. As the hymn moves 
on attention is fixed on the meaning of the 
birth of Christ for mankind past and present. 
The final stanza is a prayer of commitment to 
Christ, asking Him to come into our hearts 
and lives. Let us sing all stanzas of this beauti- 
ful hymn, and let the last stanza be our sincere 
prayer of rededication to Christ as our most 
important act in the celebration of Christmas. 





THE PREACHER’S MEDITATION 
(I Corinthians 9:16). 


Woe unto me if I preach not the gospel; 
Sad be my end if my task is not done. 
Mine is the work of the God-sent evangel; 
Shame will engulf me if souls are not won. 


Once was I called, and have made full surrender; 
Body and soul have I given my LORD. 

Service to Him I have promised to render, 
Keeping my heart with my God in accord. 


Mine is the work of the watchman on duty, 
Warning the wicked of sin and defeat. 

Mine are the feet that partake of a beauty, 
Beauty that guilds the ambassador’s feet 


Fields are now ready and white to the harvest; 
This is a work that will brook no delay. 
Hasten I must to the glorious conquest, 
Gladly the Word of the LORD to obey. 


Christ has commissioned me, His is the power; 
Weakness and frailty He will not condemn. 
Courage I need lest I falter and cower, 

Hoping and praying and looking to Him. 


He who will reap will receive a rich payment, 
Life everlasting will be his reward. 

Walking with Jesus in white shining raiment, 
Ruling in power on earth with the LORD. 


—Rev. J. S. Robinson 


(It may be sung to the tune of “Hail to the 
Brightness of Zion’s Glad Morning.” Ed.) 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 









— 


at be ee OO ee oe 


jas 


als 


ep 
ce 
res 
he 
at. 


rts 
ti- 
re 


er; 


er’; 


nt, 


she 




















MORAL CANCER .. 
The Downfall of Nations 


This paper is given entirely to items of spiritual 
value. To comment upon the recent newspaper 
reports of Dr. Pitirim Sorokin’s book, The Ameri- 
can Sex Revolution, is we believe of spiritual im- 
portance. 


For some years preachers have warned the pub- 
lic against the looseness of morals that is creeping 
into every avenue of public life. Dr. Wilbur Smith, 
noted American clergyman, recently declared that 
he loved reading, but the moment he sensed moral 
looseness in a novel, he immediately destroyed it 
and never again bought a book by that author. 
He said that he found it increasingly difficult to 
find books that were clean in their approach to 
life. 


We regret that advertising, as well as films, 
books, theatres and almost all shades of life are 
now worshipping the “female form”’. 


It is becoming increasingly difficult for young 
people to live clean, pure lives because even within 
the Church women are slaves to fashion, and the 
behaviour of many on our beaches is very similar 
to the behaviour of the world. But God’s stan- 
dards are still the old-fashioned ones. 


Dr. Sorokin says Americans are drifting towards 
sex anarchy in the same manner as that which 
marked the downfall of earlier societies, including 
Greece and Rome. 


He says that morals have so changed that con- 
tinence, chastity and faithfulness are increasingly 
viewed as oddities, as the ossified survival of a 
prehistoric age. 


Nothing gnaws deeper into spirituality than im- 
morality. The immoral man in thought and deed 
cannot live in spiritual calm and peaceful life. The 
Lord laid definite claims upon His followers that 
their purity of life should be so high that “looking 
upon a woman to lust after her” was immoral. 


Great though our past, and godly though many 
of our forefathers have been, nothing will save 
this people other than a mighty revival that will 
be so great that the highly popular and money- 
making places of evil amusement will find them- 
selves empty, and the places of worship full. 


The only alternative is judgment. Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the people of Noah’s day, lived as 
our nation is beginning to live. Our doom will 
be even greater. 


Only a righteous nucleus will save the nation. 
—tThe Challenge. 





THE SECRET OF POWER 


Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman was once asked what 
was the secret of his power. He replied, “I find 
that I have power just in proportion as my soul 
of — through and through with the Word 
0 . 
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DARE I GIVE THANKS? 
By Percy R. Hayward 


“Soul of mine, give thanks,’ I said unto myself, 
“for food and shelter.” 

And this soul of mine answered from the depths— 
“In the camps of the refugees, 

Amid the tortured homes of Hungary, 
Amid the throngs of India and China, 
millions of thy human brothers lie down hungry 
and without shelter, this very night. 
Darest thou give thanks?” 

So when gratitude for my home came to my lips, 
they were silent because my soul pointed to 
the homeless; 

When I was grateful for health, I saw the sick; 
for friends, the lonely; for beauty, those 
tethered in ugly places; for faith, those impelled 
by tragic lives to doubt. 

So, when by the miracle of a transformed spirit, 
I made the woes of other men my own, my 
heart sang, “Accept, O God, my humble and 
hearty thanks for the blessing of the unfinished 
work of thy world.” Amen. 


—From “When We Pray”, Association Press; lines 4, 5, and 
6 altered with permission of the author of the poem. 


He Made the Stars Also! 
(Genesis 1.16) 


The power of our blessed Lord in the celestial 
kingdom should lead us to trust Him fully in the 
kingdom of our own little affairs. He Who tells 
us in five short words that He made the myriads 
of heavenly bodies and placed them in their posi- 
tions in the sky, also tells us to “Cast they burden 
on the Lord, and He will sustain thee’’. 


The mighty Man on the throne above the stars 
can, and will, handle each of your problems to a 
perfect conclusion, and fill your heart with peace. 
Some stars are large and some are small, and so 
are your troubles. Some stars are far away and 
some are nearer, just as your difficulties seem. 
Let this Great God of the Heavens arrange all of 
the problems and He will do it well. 





Some stars are fixed in position, as the North 
Star Polaris. Others move at a rapid rate through 
the sky, as Groombridge. So your sorrows will 
be of two kinds: permanent and transient. The 
loss of a dear one is a permanent grief that can 
never be remedied. The loss of a purse with the 
week’s wages is a sorrow that may be replaced. 
Let this loving Lord of your life handle both, while 
you rest in His love and care. 


Our Lord placed the stars above the storms and 
the strife of this world. He will place you there 
also. You are “seated with Christ in the heaven- 
lies’. Why not look down on the troubles and 
see what your God will do with them, and with 
you? “Stand still and see,” is God’s invitation 
to each of us when the battle rages at our feet. 


O Thou God of the heavens, make us what we 
should be, as Thou didst make the stars what they 
should be. 


—Dr. Lewis Walter Wilson, “Nuggets of Grace”. 
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The Moderate Drinker 


Today we read of many kinds of drinkers. 
The occasional drinker, the periodic drinker, 
the social drinker, the week-end drinker, the 
compulsive drinker, the habitual drinker, etc. 
There is one observation that can be made as 
we view these areas of consumption — all these 
imbibers come from one common class of drink- 
ers. At one time they were all moderate users. 
Many will never leave the perimeter of modera- 
tion — but here is a significant fact, one out of 
every 9 moderate drinkers will become a prob- 
lem drinker. In other words, the moderate con- 
sumer of alcoholic beverages takes a one in 9 
chance of becoming a problem drinker, or a one 
in 15 chance of becoming an alcoholic. 


If you are an average healthy American, you 
take a one in 266 chance of getting cancer and 
a one in 216 chance of contracting tubercu- 
losis, but the moderate drinker of beverage alco- 
hol takes a one in 15 chance of becoming a prob- 
lem drinker! 


Why Do People Drink? 


This leads us to the question, why do people 
drink? It has been estimated about 67,000,000 
people in the United States consume alcoholic 
beverages in greater or lesser amounts. Why? 


Drinking since 1933 has intrenched itself in 
the culture of our country. Today it is socially 
acceptable in many areas of society. Millions 
drink simply because of this fact. Beverage alco- 
hol advertising has been a powerful influence 
in fostering this attitude of society. 


It is difficult to appreciate what this means 
in the lives of our young people today. The 
Purdue Opinion Panel of March, 1949, pub- 
lished the result of a survey made among junior 
and senior high schools. It was learned that 28% 
of the children in the 9th and 47% of the youth 
in the 12th grade drink alcoholic beverages. The 
general drinking average was one out of three, 
in the four grades of high school. 


Another poll was taken in 14 colleges and 
universities. The result should give every parent 
cause for deep concern, for it revealed that 4 
out of 5 girls and 9 out of 10 boys drink alcoholic 
beverages. 


We note with concern then, that the social 
drinking pattern in our culture has a far-reach- 
ing influence on youth, and complete inebri- 
ation will come to one out of every 15 users of 
beverage alcohol.—Temperance Action. 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 


FEEEPEEEEEEEEEET 





PAGE 18 





And Then the Deluge 


The Editor-In-Chief is indulging in an amiable 
grin at the C. P. editor - a kind of “I told you 
so” smile, because of the great number of chil. 
dren’s names, their ages, their pets, parents, 
school grades, pastors, churches, Sunday school 
attendance and catechism recitations, which are 
pouring in from all over the United States, At- 
lantic to Pacific coasts, Canada to Texas and 
Florida. At the very first he warned the C. P, 
editor that he was “sticking out his neck”. But 
he is pleased, nevertheless, because it indicates 
that the family is reading the Journal. 


This morning’s mail brings among others the 
following letter: 
Taylorsville, Mississippi 


To the Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Attention Children’s Page, Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Wade: 


We are members of the Junior Class at the 
First Presbyterian Church. We would like very 


much for you to “Jett” us, for we enjoy reading 
the Children’s Page”. We are Carolyn Welborn, 


age 10; Freda Gay Hendy, age 9; Dora Hawkins, 
age 9; Randy Blakeney, age 9; and Laura Walker, 
age 8. Laura has a yellow and black kitten, 
named “Carnation”, a Manchester Dog named 
“Cisco” and a Bulldog named “Prince’’. Randy 
has a dog - a Collie, named “Lassie”. We are all 
learning our Catechism. Thank you. 


(C. P. Ed. suspects that Laura wrote the letter— 
and she likes Randy—see pets) 


* * * * * 


Now we appreciate this letter, as well as all 
the others because it shows a gratifying interest 
in the Children’s Page; but dear young people, 
it is not practicable to “Jett” all of you (and 
pets), on a roll call, for the simple reason that 
Children’s Page is not large enough. It was de- 
signed to carry a Bible story. The call for chil- 
dren’s names, age and pets was made with the 
intent that the children would write their let- 
ters, not some older person. One of the best 
letters received was from a 6-year-old — all 
capitals. 


From now on we will have to confine “Jett” 
responses to letters written by the children, 
themselves. 


So, kiddies, write your own letters, tell your 
age and your pet or your best fun, and we will 
try to “Jett” it in; and don’t be discouraged if 
you have to wait to see it. 


Your devoted friend, the C. P. Editor. 





ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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GEORGIA 


Albany — A significant meeting for Georgia 
Presbyterians was held recently at the Covenant 
Church, Albany, when the Sessions of the First and 
Covenant Churches met for dinner together at 
the Covenant Church. 

Two years ago last May the First Church con- 
gregation voted to move from its downtown site 
to a five-acre tract in the western section of the 
City. When this action was challenged by a 
minority of the congregation, the Presbytery of 
Southwest Georgia proceeded to organize the ma- 
jority into a new Church which later adopted the 
name “Covenant”, and moved out. 

The joint meeting of the two Sessions was the 
first time the officers had been together officially 
since the Presbytery had divided the congregation. 

There are now five Presbyterian Churches and 
one Chapel united in serving this fast growing 
Georgia city. The Rev. Paul Smith is Pastor of 
the Henderson Church, the Rev. John W. McQueen 
is Minister of the First Church, the Rev. Phil Dun- 
ford serves Westminster, and the Rev. Marion G. 
Bradwell is the Minister of the Covenant Church. 
The C. K. Smith Memorial Church (Negro USA) 
has as its Minister the Rev. M. F. Adams. Rood 
Park Chapel is without a Minister at the present 
time. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson — Belhaven College has taken the lead 
in promoting really fine, serious music on the radio 
stations of Mississippi via a series of programs 
produced on tape by the Belhaven department of 
music. The programs are 15 minutes in length 
and are carried weekly by a 13-station network 
over the state. 


Artists featured on the series include the Bel- 
haven department of music faculty and the most 
outstanding of the advanced students. According 
to Dr. McFerran Crowe, president, the series is 
provided as a public service contribution to com- 
munity culture. The programs are called “The 
Voice of Belhaven” and include both sacred and 
secular music by the finest composers. 

“The Voice of Belhaven” originates from the 
college campus and is recorded on superior pro- 
fessional equipment. Reactions to the series, which 
began in November, have been highly favorable. 
Comments like this one from John W. Jenkins, Jr., 
program director of station WLSM in Louisville, 
are typical: ‘“‘We feel that the series of serious 
music which you plan will add greatly to the 
culture of our state . .. I should like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Belhaven College 
on this great step forward in making such pro- 
grams available to Mississippi listeners.” 


The program is planned and directed by Robert 
De Vos, Belhaven professor of voice, who also 
does the announcing on the show and occasionally 
appears as baritone soloist. Mrs. McFerran Crowe 
is the regular accompanist for vocal artists. Jim 
Wilburn, a freshman, is the engineer. 


In addition to soloists, the program features 
groups such as the Belhaven Chorale, under the 
direction of Harold Avery, chairman of the de- 
partment of. music, the Belhaven Girls’ Sextet and 
the men’s chorus, directed by Mr. De Vos. 
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TENNESSEE 


Nashville — In a three-day meeting made mem- 
orable by the services of dedication of the new 
$400,000 Board of World Missions building here, 
the Board for the Presbyterian Church, U. S., also 
climaxed many months of discussion and negotia- 
tion by approving application for membership in 
the Japanese International Christian University 
Foundation. 


The action was by unanimous vote of the Board, 
and was implemented by appropriating $10,562 
toward the operation and new construction of the 
International Christian University for the last half 
of its 1957-58 fiscal year. 


These actions closed discussions that have ex- 
tended over eight years, since the organization 
of JICU in June, 1949. Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., cooperation in the interdenominational uni- 
versity, located near Tokyo, was opposed earlier 
by a majority of the Church’s missionaries in Japan, 
who feared that the university would not prove 
itself thoroughly Christian in outlook and influ- 
ence. The singularly successful development of a 
Christ-centered curriculum and the employment of 
evangelical Christians in all teaching positions 
caused the mission to revise its view, and give en- 
dorsement to JICU. 


Critics of JICU within the denomination had 
felt that it might not be fully committed to evan- 
gelical Christianity as Western Christians under- 
stand the term, even though the constitution of 
JICU repeatedly refers to the university as 
“evangelical.” Accordingly, the Board of World 
Missions for the Presbyterian Church, U.S., a year 
ago entered into negotiations with the JICU Foun- 
dation in New York to reach an agreement on 
the meaning of the term “evangelical” as used 
in the JICU charter. 


The Board voted that “we would favor our 
Board’s accepting membership in JICU Foundation 
when it sees its way clear to put in its constitution 
the doctrinal basis of the World Council of 
Churches, which affirms its acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour”. At a conference in 
New York between a special committee appointed 
by the Presbyterian Board, and the Trustees of 
the JICU Foundation, that body agreed to the 
suggestions made by the Board. Final approval 
was necessary from the Board of Trustees of the 
university itself, in Japan, and word of the action 
of that body was received by the Board of World 
Missions on October 24. 


Dr. Hachiro Yuasa, president of JICU, reported 
that the Board of Trustees approved the action 
of the New York Foundation, giving a definition 
to the word “evangelical” in the constitution of 
the school. The formal action adds “a foot-note 
to define the word ‘evangelical’ as ‘Evangelical 
is used in this document in conformity with the 
World Council of Church’s statement of faith in 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.’” Dr. Yuasa 
added: “I hope that this action of our Board will 
clarify our position on this important matter to 
the satisfaction of all concerned.” 


Completion of the lengthy negotiations resulted 
in prompt action by the Board, asking membership 
in the JICU Foundation, appropriating funds for 
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its work, and appointing to represent the Board 
two ministers of the Southern Church. These 
will be members of the Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees when the Presbyterian membership is 
approved. They are Dr. Harry M. Moffett of 
Gastonia, N. C., and Dr. Hugh Bradley, Field Sec- 
retary of the Board, from Nashville. 


The dedication of the new World Missions build- 
ing was held November 13 in the Trinity Presby- 
terian Church, with Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., 
Moderator of the General Assembly, giving the 
chief address. Dr. Jas. A. Jones, President of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, and Chair- 
man of the Board, presided. Features of the pro- 
gram included a welcome by the pastor of Trinity 
Church, Dr. Thomas C. Barr; an historical sketch 
of the work of the Board by Dr. Frank Alfred 
Mathes, pastor of South Highland Church, Bir- 
mingham, and vice-chairman of the Board; and 
a description of the new building by Mr. H. Clin- 
ton Parrent, Jr., architect for the building. 


The new building, which is 175 feet long and 
averaging 41 feet deep, has 19,158 square feet 
of floor space. It cost approximately $400,000, 
all of which came from the permanent endow- 
ment and trust funds of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, and all of which will be paid back with 
interest higher than bank interest, from the annual 
rental budget of the Board. The cornerstone of 
the modified Georgia style building was laid ex- 
actly one year prior to the dedication date, and 
the staff of the Board moved into the new quarters 
on August 6, of this year. 


Formal presentation of the keys for the building 
were made by Mr. William H. McCord, second 
vice-chairman of the Board, from Nashville, who 
had served as chairman of the building committee. 
A special feature of the dedication service was 
the reading of a tribute to Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
Executive Secretary of the Board, in honor of his 
40 years of missionary work. He first went out 
as a missionary to Japan in 1917, October, and 
thus has completed 40 years of continuous service 
to the missionary work of this Church. This is also 
the 25th anniversary of his election as executive 
secretary. He served in Japan from 1917 until 
1925 when he was called to the Board as Field 
Secretary. He served in this capacity until 1932, 
when he became executive secretary. The tribute 
cited his wise leadership and statesmanship during 
the 25 years that he has headed the Board. 
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Other important actions taken during this his- 
toric meeting of the Board included the appoint- 
ment of four new missionaries, bringing the cur- 
rent missionary force to 513. Appointed mission- 
aries to Taiwan are the Rev. and Mrs. James Rich- 
ard Blandau of Bluefield, W. Va., where Mr. 
Blandau is assistant pastor of Westminster Church 
and stated Supply of Pocahontas Church. They 
will go as evangelistic-educational missionaries. 
Both are natives of Pennsylvania, and both hold 
masters’ degrees. Mr. Blandau is a veteran of 
Navy service in World War II, and holds degrees 
from King’s College, Briarcliff, N. Y., New York 
University, and Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond. Mrs. Blandau holds degrees from 
King’s College, Briarcliff, N. Y., and from the 
University of Richmond. The couple has two daugh- 
ters, Marcia, six years, and Heather, one. 

Appointed evangelistic missionaries to Ecuador 
or Mexico are Mr. and Mrs. James Millen Darnell 
of Memphis, Tenn. Mr. Darnell is candidate for 
B. D. Degree from Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary, Decatur, in May, 1958. Both were born in 
Memphis, and Mr. Darnell is a graduate of South- 
western at Memphis. Mrs. Darnell, the former 
Susanne Benson, is a graduate of Agnes Scott Col- 
lege, and is now teaching in Dekalb County schools. 

The Board heard a significant report from the 
Committee on Overseas Relief and Interchurch 
Aid, stating that the Easter Offering for this 
relief work has passed the $102,000 figure for 
the second time in history. Only in 1954, when 
the total was $113,000, has the church given more 
in a special offering for relief. This year’s total 
will continue to climb as receipts normally con- 
tinue to come in during the year-end settling of 
accounts by local and presbytery treasurers. The 
Rev. Paul B. Freeland, secretary of the Department 
of Overseas Relief and Interchurch Aid, also re- 
ported that in the first nine months of 1957, Church 
World Services has supplied a record-breaking 
total of 244,000,000 pounds of food-stuff through 
its Share Our Surplus program. This compares 
with 186,000,000 pounds distributed during all 
of 1956. He also reported that gifts for Hun- 
garian refugee relief continue to come in to his 
Department, and the total received during the year 
has now reached $10,980. 

In another action concerning the Japan mission, 
the Board approved a cablegram to a called meet- 
ing of the Board of Trustees of Shikoku Christian 
College, the mission’s new school serving the island 
of Shikoku. The trustees were meeting November 
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“SEND ... SOMETHING T0 EAT FOR CHRISTMAS” 


A veteran Hebrew Christian missionary who has served 
Christ nearly 50 years earnestly pleads for help on behalf 
of her converts in eastern Europe. “You may think that the 
economic situation has improved here,” she wrote, “but not 
for the people who have survived the gas chambers. They 
are still in dire need and broken in body. Please, dear 
brother, do send food parcels to these Hebrew Christians 
so that they may have something to eat for Christmas.” 


We plead with you, dear Christian friend, to help us to 
send these Hebrew Christians not costly gifts, but “something 
Rev. Jacob Peltz to eat for Christmas.” 


Another grateful missionary and relief worker has written: “Your letter 
and the many packages which followed it, especially the CARE food parcels, 
gave us no end of joy and encouragement, since we were able to help so many 
in their terrible hunger and distress.” 


At this blessed Christmas season please help us relieve distress and give a 
little happiness to needy, hungry Hebrew Christians in Europe and in Israel. 
Remember especially the little children and the aged Hebrew Christians whom 
we support in Homes. Send your gift to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


5630-N North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, IIl. 


CANADA 
91-N Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Ontario 














13 to discuss the further steps of the seven-year- 
old college in seeking governmental recognition 
and accreditation. Lack of this recognition has 
held the school’s enrollment to fewer than 30 
during most of its years. Additional funds for 
hiring faculty members with degrees which the 
government requires on an accredited faculty were 
approved by the Board, with an appropriation of 
$10,000 for 1958, which will be added to the funds 
already in the budget of the Japan Mission. The 
Board wired the trustees that it is its purpose “to 
stand back of the mission in seeking recognition, 
and to provide whatever funds may be necessary to 
secure recognition.” 


Action was also taken on the request of the 
Mexico Mission for funds to repair damages 
caused by the recent earthquake. The mission 
asked that $22,200 be advanced from special ask- 
— — for 1958, and this was approved by the 

oard. 


An action of great long-range importance to 
the missionaries in Korea was a Board vote ap- 
proving preliminary recommendations by a Korean 
Mission special committee studying requirements 
and needs for establishing a school of missionary 
children in that country. The committee reported 
that most of the details have been worked out for 
placing such a school at Taejon on missionary prop- 
erty, and using some of the facilities of the new 
Taejon Christian College there. It also reported 
that other Protestant missions working in Korea 
have stated they would like to cooperate in the 
project. 

A final action of the Board in its November 
meeting was the approval of a “want list” of mis- 
sionaries, as submitted by each of the missions of 
the Church. In almost every case the want list 
as approved is smaller than the list submitted 
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from the field, leaving only the most urgently 
needed classifications and numbers of missionaries. 
The want list covers all types of missionary ac- 
tivity — educational, evangelistic, medical, indus- 
trial, and communications workers. The numbers, 
as approved for each field are: 

Africa — 38 missionaries: East Brazil — 11; 
North Brazil — 12; West Brazil — 10; Japan — 26; 
Korea — 386; Mexico — 24; Portugal — 2; 
Ecuador — 6; and Iraq — 13. 


Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 

By Catherine F. Vos 
732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier 
Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. “B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “‘A”; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page Pear eu - Holy 
Land scenes. “A,” $2.95. “B,” $3.95. “C,” $4. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 

|By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.35), Story Of The Bible ($2.50), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.50), and Bible Pictures ($2.25). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 


Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 
By Marian Schoolland 
For children 3 to 8, carefully designed for this age group, 
large type, close to Bible narrative, full color pictures, all 
making a good all-around Bible Story Book for primary 
and intermediates. $1.50. 
ORDER FROM 
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The 
Joy 


Giving 
is an 
EXTRA 
DIVIDEND 


In addition to the financial returns, 
an annuity with our Board of World 
Missions pays you an extra dividend, 
year after year, in the joy and satis- 
faction that come from Christian giving. 


For you know that your annuity gift 
will help to carry the Gospel of Christ 
around the world. Your gift starts to 
work in the mission field after our life- 
time obligation under your annuity 
contract has been completed. 


Your annuity, meantime, pays you or 


your designated beneficiary a generous 
gmount, semi-annually, regularly and 
dependably, in good times or bad. Not 
once, in more than fifty years operation 
of our Annuity Gift Plan, has a pay- 
ment failed to be made in full and on 
time. 


We would like to give you complete 
details regarding our Annuity Gift Plan, 
with its financial benefits and its “extra 
dividends” of happiness. For full in- 


formation, simply write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoaRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


“To Foretrgu Missions a Share’ 


? 
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a real meaning of 
THANKS-GIVING 


“I will look forward to 
emptying my blessing box 
into the Joy Gift in December” 





WHO WROTE IT? 


a minister’s aged widow— 
now on Ministerial Relief .. . 


AND OTHERS 


In preparing literature for the next Joy Gift, be sure and make it strong 
on how thankful we are for the extra checks 


retired minister 
é 


The first thing I do when I receive my check is to take out a tenth, or 
tithe, for the Church and the Lord's work. 


widow 


In these times when so many are feeling the pinch of the high cost of 


living, surely those special checks are messengers of good will, and always 
cause deep gratitude. 


widow 
. . » but I do know that the greatest joy in Mother’s life is when you 


remember her with the Joy Gift. 
daughter of deceased minister 





We were so happy over the increase that we offered a prayer of THANKS- 
GIVING. 


retired minister and wife 


GIVE GENEROUSLY to 
MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 341-C Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Exec. Sec. 
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